REPORT ON THE 3rd SHORT TERM STUDENT EXCHANGE MEETING                                       IN BOTEVGRAD, BULGARIA, 25–29 November, 2019
     The meeting was hosted by the Secondary School in the Bulgarian town of Botevgrad, which is located 350 m above the sea level in the western part of the Balkan mountain range on the banks of the Stara river. The town is situated just 47 km northwest of Sofia and is named after the revolutionary poet Hrist Botev. 
The main theme of the conference:  “DIGITAL  COMMUNICATION”. 
The participating schools:                   HOST SCHOOL
1) Acad. Prof. Dr. Asen Zlatarov, Secondary School, Bulharia Street 18,  Botevgrad, Bulgaria.
PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

2) Škola mezinárodních a veřejných vztahů Praha, Michelská 12, Praha 4, Czech Republic.
3) Agrupamento de Escolas Dr. Ferreira da Silva,  Cucujáes, Portugal.
4) IPSSAT ROCCO CHINNICI  via Fratelli Gemmellaro, 86-92, 95030 Nicolosi CT, Italy. 
5) ARDEŞEN ŞEHİT ÖMER HALİSDEMİR FEN LİSESİ, Fırtına Mah. Yıldırım Beyazıt, Rize, Turkey.   
Main Objectives: 

● to raise awareness of the importance of dialogue and communication in order to understand each other and be 

   able to work together without distinction because of race, social status, educational levels or any other matter;
● presentations and discussion on Digital Communication. Electronic transmission of information through any of 
   the digital media, or the process of sharing ideas, information, and messages with others in a particular time and    

   place with the aid of digital devices like cell phones, computers and similar electronic devices. As the signals are 
   digitized, there are many advantages of digital communication over analog communication and the system has 
   indeed made our lives easier and is one of the quickest and most reliable modes of communication.

● the overall objectives of the EU Youth Strategy (framework for European cooperation in the youth field);

● to strengthen self-confidence and self-awareness of young European citizens;

● helping students to realize how they currently  express themselves and the importance of accuracy and
   clarity when communicating;

● the sustainable development of partner countries in the field of higher education;

● Website implementation and updating; Social media updates and network building;

Activities

     All schools before the start of the meeting organized various activities at their schools which they sent to the coordinator of the Bulgarian meeting spelling out the activities. On the 25th Nov., 2019, the conference and opening ceremony took place at the School Hall, with the introduction of the teams and teachers followed by the opening welcome speech of the School Headmistress. After a Coffee break there were presentations by the Bulgarian team on “Communication for Understanding” and then by all the teams on “UNESCO World Heritage Sites In My Country”. Some videos on the themes were also shown. In the afternoon there was a trip to the village of Vrachesh (a visit to a famous monastery and to a manufactory where wooden hand-made barrels are produced) which was liked by everyone.
     The other days of the meetings continued with presentations and workshop. All the participating students from Turkey, Czech Republic, Portugal, Italy and Bulgaria were able to present the key features of Digital Communication- a mode of communication where the information or the thought is encoded digitally as discreet 
signals and electronically transferred to the recipients. It is one of the most commonly used modes of communication in the current scenario. Organizations generally rely on this mode for all their business communications. They also had the opportunity to work together in pairs and teams, share and exchange ideas, to participate and discuss ways of improving their Communication Skills. All the practical presentations and ideas 
will help young people to adapt easier, faster and better to a real working environment and give them the courage to start their own life as well prepared EU citizens.  
     The last day was devoted to English lesson, Digital Stories, How to prepare Bookmarks – team workshop, SWOT Analysis of the project, Time Capsules Box, where they put messages, ideas, wishes, etc., the  Vocabulary list {students) and teachers’ meeting. 
     During the project meeting in Bulgaria, all the participants were actively involved in all the activities proposed by the coordinator of the host team. The teachers discussed all the details regarding the project and the coordinator facilitated communication amongst the partners.  The relaxed atmosphere created a trust climate that enabled all partners to ask questions and share all aspects of the project and its implementation.  Partners worked efficiently and elaborated all the necessary documents and evaluation tools, planned all activities regarding the last mobility in Italy. The partners also agreed to send their contributions to the main Coordinator as soon as possible.

In the end all students and teachers received certificates of attendance. 
    An integral part of the Erasmus+ project meeting is to explore the surroundings, visit some monuments and sights, learn about the culture, traditions and customs of that country. So all the participants on 27th Nov., made a trip to the old town of  PLOVDIV. It is the second largest city in Bulgaria and Europe’s oldest inhabited city. It’s one of the favourite places for Bulgarians to spend a perfect, relaxing day. Plovdiv is often called ”the city under the hills” because the town was built in the foothills of seven hills. The history of Plovdiv, which is the oldest European inhabited city can be traced for 8 000 years. The trip was enjoyed by everyone.  All the teachers and students also had a Round table discussion at Botevgrad municipality with the Mayor of the city. 

There was a day trip, on the 28th Nov., to the Capital city of Bulgaria, SOFIA. The word Sofia means “wisdom” in Greek – that’s why St. Sofia Statue is a symbol of the city and as city’s patron she holds an owl in her left hand, a symbol of wisdom. Everyone spent the time on his/her own, had free time for lunch, shopping, walking, etc. and came back to Botevgrad in the evening. Last but not the least, is to mention the Traditional Farewell Dinner at the Balkan restaurant offered by Bulgaria team. Not only the food was delicious but the music and dances were superb.
     In conclusion it can be said the whole meeting in Bulgaria was a successful one.  It fulfilled all the tasks as required by the project. Many thanks to the host school for organizing it. We are all now looking forward to our final meeting which will take place in Italy from 11. – 15.05.2020
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